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Bertha, The Swiss Trader's Daughter, by Elen -
Trataris Cotton. Published by New Gener:
Publishing, £9.09

“This elegantly moving tae,
wiiten by a former Teford woran,
is nspired by a tue story. s set
in what was then Nyasaland ~ ater
10 become Malawi-in 1915, War
is raging across Europe but e or
young Bertha and her affuent family
Seems dylic and far emoved from.
rouble. But the events riggered
by a brutal uprising mark the start
of an often agonising and turbulent
inroduction o adufinood. This vivacious lie girl
and her loving family fnd many of theircenainties
Sweptaway in 2 story that il make the reader smile
‘and sometimes gasp in horror It s ot only a vvid
picture of 2 worid gone by; but an educaton. We,
leam harrowing defalls o the save trade wich,
‘appalingly, il hrved at he time. We et an insight
into the pernicious efects o racism, even among
the Gecent and privieged people in Berta's world
But woncrously this i alset against the beautiul
backdrop of e Affican landscape wih s gorgeous
fues, sighis and sounds. This book was cleary writen *
‘wnh alotof ove.

‘Anna Durall |
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Family's story
is told in book

A former Telford somen bhas deavm on & havnting re-
L lfe family story as the inspiration for her new book

Elens Cotton was a Greek refugee who came o Telford
in the 19805, One of the stories she was tald a8 o child
by bher mixed race mother, Bertha, was how she and her
schoolfriends fed afer an uprising against Britsh rule
52 Malao in 1915,

“The story hauited me and  found.
myself wricing sbout it again and

i when ] was i s 205, and put.
e my efforts sway in my dedk
Eleni said

“Tliter stastzd steending writers
workshops in Teliord and reading
bogks on witing techniguss.

She says it was at her mother's fu
neral whan she saw grovwn men crying
‘and telling hor Bertha had cared for .

Them snd ransformed their ives that  Eleni Cotton
she realised her story must be told.

‘i, who hes recently moved o Kent, has howerer
decided to ctionalie ¢ nd har novel, callad Bercha, The
Swiss Trader's Daughter, is the frs of & trilogy which
Starts when Bertha was 1

More information on the back is available at e
gewgensration publishing sombockstore Action ook
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