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Christmas Edition 2019

IPA Writers Group Chair David Lewis writes:  
[image: ]A Happy Christmas indeed. We have been officially in existence as a ‘Special Interest Group and Global Writers Forum’ for over a year now and our journey has extended to cover 18 great months.  And what a journey! We have been represented at IBZ Gimborn on three occasions in this time; twice as a full writers’ seminar and once at the 50th Anniversary celebrations at the schloss in the summer. We have extended our membership to 34 from seven countries and three continents; writers all as well as wonderful people!
We have had some great testimonies from many quarters and together we are making a significant contribution to IPA worldwide, to writing and to great literature, and I hope, to us all as members needing encouragement and affirmation in what can sometimes be a lonely sojourn as wordsmiths.
This is the third newsletter of the SIG which I hope we can develop as a more regular publication. The question is: ‘Does anyone read it?’ I know  you do really, but could it develop into our in-house writers showcase? Would this be a great idea? I feel it could be; a place where we could regularly publish our work in hard copy form as a lasting testimony to our endeavours as writers. See the fantastic ‘Visions of Cologne’ published by Lauman Media and Publishing, (aka member Neil Hallam); this gives an idea of what such a work might look like. If you feel so minded, please do let me know on this and all your latest writing news of course.
Talking of which; we have plenty of NEWS in this edition!!!! 
So, I shall write straight on!
In this edition:
· Upcoming Events: 
January:   ‘Madelaine’s Patch’; Tree Planting at Warboys
           March:     Murder Mystery in Shrewsbury
           October:  Early Booking for Gimborn 2020
                
· Features:  
· Ann Cumberland in The Gambia
· Visions of Cologne
· Gimborn 2019
·  The ‘IBZ 50th’
·  Crafty Coppers

· Members News

· Bookshop                    

· Some of our members current works.




Upcoming Events

‘Madelaine’s Patch’; Tree Planting at Warboys  11th January

On the night of 13th December 2017 member Steve Parnwell’s wife Madeleine was on her way home when her car inexplicably left the road and became submerged within a Fenland drain (local name for canal) near their home. Madeleine was trapped. Despite evidence that she was trying to escape she sadly drowned. When Madeleine failed to return home, Steve and the police searched for her and when her car was found, Steve was at the scene when her body was recovered and he identified her as she lay on the bank.
Following this tragic and devastating event, Steve and his three daughters vowed to make something positive out of this horrendous incident. To this end they have created a 1.3-acre wildflower meadow and nature reserve entitled Madeleine’s Patch which, after only one season’s growth, is already becoming well established. Their vison is to acquire more land in the area to form a bigger, better joined up living landscape within an intensively farmed
arable desert. Steve is keen to create wildlife corridors and green steppingstones to enable the wildlife to move through the landscape from the reserve to the wider environment.
He is holding a hedge planting day on 11 January 2020 and is seeking volunteers to help him with this. It would be really great if a few of our members had a bit of a get together, possibly shared a dinner the night before and helped Steve and his family on the day? I know three who are confirmed already.
     https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madeleines-patch

During our writers’ seminar at Gimborn Steve shared with the group a poem (‘Soft Sigh the Sedges’) he has written in honour of Madeleine and he has kindly agreed to allow us to share it with those that were not present at Gimborn.

Soft Sigh the Sedges

Soft Sigh the Sedges
Soft sigh the sedges, down in Puddock Lane.
Soft sigh the sedges, in solidarity with my pain.
Soft sigh the sedges, unable to save my love from her watery grave.
Soft sigh the sedges, they know all her love to me she gave.
Soft sigh the sedges - they remember her still.
Soft sighed the sedges, as did her lungs with water fill.
Soft sigh the sedges, they witnessed her struggles, alas in vain.

Lost to me forever, I can never hold her again.
Soft sigh the sedges, could they not have tried?
To save her from the water as she so tragically died?
What catastrophe took her from me on that cold winter’s night?
I know she would have fought to live but could not win that fight
Soft sigh the sedges, do they call her name?
Soft sigh the sedges, they know there is no blame.
Yet still her passing haunts me, and I sigh too.
Just as I know the sedges will always do.
Soft sigh the sedges ...... as they always will.
Soft falls the rain, down on Puddock Lane.
Nature’s teardrops stipple the placid calm of the icy drain.
Aine’s lamplight reflected in that wild mirror, shimmers at each droplet’s touch.
As I watch in sadness my pain diminishes, but not by much.
My love is gone forever, my heart is broken.
All I can do is stand and honour her, but it’s a futile token.
For she is gone, forever beyond my reach.
“What happened my love?” I ask again.
But no answer came.
She took my hand, she took my heart, she took my name, she was my wife.
Her love was my haven from the cruel winds of life.
Soft fall my tears, as silent as the rain.
For I know I will never see her again.

by Steve Parnwell (2018)
To the memory of his wife Madeleine 26/09/1949 – 13/12/2017
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Madeleine’s Patch Hedge Planting Day is: SATURDAY 11th JANUARY
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Artist’s Impression of Madeleine’s Patch by Jonathon Graham

PLEASE CONFIRM TO STEVE DIRECT IF ABLE TO ATTEND:
steveparnwell@greenwillowsassociates.co.uk
Murder Mystery in Shrewsbury!This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

As proposed at Gimborn, Member Tony Granger writes:
IPA Writers Group Murder Mystery Weekend  20-22nd March 2020
Those who were at Gimborn in November this year will recall Tony’s fun contributions on many subjects, not the least of which was a session on writing Murder Mystery weekends!  He has followed up as promised:
Murder Mystery Weekend!!  Saturday 21 March (arrive Friday 20th) to Sunday 22nd March 2020. Being arranged by Tony Granger in Shrewsbury. The idea is a workshop on murder mystery construction on the Saturday during the day and then to take part in a murder mystery that evening which will include Dinner! Let me know if on your own or bringing a spouse/partner. 
Please let me know how many of you are interested at: tonygranger@hotmail.com
(Editor writes: On the basis that I already know four members at least definitely going it is likely to be a goer and a great weekend!)
Royal Society for the Arts Membership Offer: Tony as a Fellow has offered to propose SIG members for membership of the RSA. This involves a reduced joining fee and is an excellent offer: I took it up and it has proved instantly useful to me as a non-fiction writer and will follow up with an article in the next newsletter. Mail Tony now!

[image: ]Merry Christmas from IBZ Gimborn!  
EARLY BOOKING FOR GIMBORN WRITERS 2020!!
This year we are starting the booking process very early on so that we will be assured once again of a warm Schloss welcome! Thank you for your wishes Ulrike and the team.
 
  Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020
Please can you indicate early interest/ or, if known, definitely unable to attend to: davidlewis@brynstowe.co.uk  as soon as possible. No need to pay as yet although this year we are intending to obtain a small deposit to secure the rooms in advance.
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The Writers Forum at the IBZ 50th 
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        Section UK President Clive Wood, Vice President Martin Turner, and a few of the VIPs who visited the Writers Forum stand. A really great weekend and many wonderful testimonials for the Group!
      ‘CRAFTY COPPERS’  

‘The Crafty Copper 2019’

This was another initiative by Sean Hannigan, the SIG founder, in his role as IPA Section UK Vice President (Culture) and was held at Fox Road, Nottingham on Saturday the 26th October and Sunday 27th October 2019. Crafts, skills and hobbies of a wide variety were on display including; Photography, Writing, Self-Publishing, Painting using acrylics oils water colours and pastels, Wood working, health products, wool craft, crafting, card making, picture framing, toy making, aromatherapy, candle and Soap making and the art of bonsai amongst others. 

[image: ]The writers’ forum was ably represented by members Neil Hallam, David Lewis, Sean Hannigan and Fred Rankin and several of our members works were on display.

It is planned to hold the event again in 2020 and if you are interested in crafts of any kind and would like more details please contact Sean on: 

     vphannigan@ipa-uk.org 

                                           
  Members News:
Greetings and good wishes have been received from:

Mike Baker: recovering from serious treatment down in the valleys and says he is ‘on the up’ after his own ‘annus horriblis’; we wish you well Mike and hope the recovery continues.

Ann Cumberland: recovering from her epic charity cycle adventure with Barcelona IPA to The Gambia: this is the subject of Ann’s forthcoming book: ‘Going to The Gambia’ eagerly awaited. Well done Ann!!     (SEE FEATURE ARTICLE: ANN GOES TO THE GAMBIA!!)

Eric Haworth:
News clipping says it all: good on you Eric!
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I wondered where the term ‘Cardboard Cutouts’ had come from!! 
Rebecca Ellenson and John Cherne: write: ‘Best wishes for a wonderful New Year! After a conversation with another retired officer I had an epiphany about my book especially when coupled with your advice. The rewrite with more direction and purpose begins! We hope to see you next year! Thanks for your critique! All the best! My email is j2cher@aol.com if you don’t have it.’ Good luck to you both in Mazatlán New Mexico! See you again soon we hope. Steve recently sent the first chapter of his book, ‘Unshielded’ over to a few of us to critique hence the above: really looking forward to seeing this in print!

        Neil Hallam:  Fantastic job on ‘Visons of Cologne’ Neil: a huge thank you from the SIG for all this work: it looks great and sets the standard for our future publications! If anyone hasn’t had a  copy of this please let me know and I can forward it on to you.

       Mark Thompson: Reputed to have gone fishing but really he’s away on a writing retreat somewhere on the North Yorks Moors….or so his publisher tells me…The second novel is due shortly……ditto my last…

        Tony Granger: Has just published the latest edition of his popular ‘Bereavement Guide’…which may be an oxymoron? Copies direct from him as well as all of his huge back catalogue; must be our most prolific writer on the SIG and a huge encouragement to us all: if you haven’t met Tony yet please try to come to the ‘Murder Mystery’ weekend in March: it promises to be a real treat!

Anda Baraskina: Our Latvian representative becomes an associate member of the Forum (not being an IPA member) but a Gimborn attendee. She is working with Bryn Stowe Publications on a collection of stories by migrants to the UK and their experiences; due for publication this summer. Should be very interesting indeed.
We have also heard from Brian Langston sending all good wishes from France or wherever in the world the day finds him, Lars-Gunnar Johansson via Facebook and Julie Harries who sent me this lovely little ditty, post Gimborn: 
Our own Deus et Machina


When David left his life of crime, 
He ventured forth to the land of rhyme. 
The Gimborn group had got the gist, 
(yeah right!) 
Like plaiting fog or knitting mist. 
Knowing not a quantrain from our ass… onance, 
Our poetry more luck or chance. 
In desperate plea for help with tha’
He was our Dave et Machina.

Thank you Julie; very much appreciated wit !! 

Member’s News:
        Please can you send all your writing news to me for inclusion in the newsletters:  this includes short pieces of creative writing you feel
        suitable; short pieces and poems in particular.   Please mail to;             
                                             davidlewis@brynstowe.co.uk
                                               Many thanks to everyone.
  And much as it grieves me to say this, please don’t forget Facebook: ‘IPA Writers Group’!!! My New Year’s resolution is to try and overcome my deep prejudices about this medium and go there from time to time. Thanks Neil though for setting this up. It is useful I agree.
Feature Article: ‘Ann Goes to the Gambia’

[image: ]Not content with a long trip through Croatia closely followed by Gimborn and then onto Barcelona, intrepid adventurer Ann Cumberland surpasses herself this year by taking a wee cycling trip… through The Gambia. 

The story of the preparation and the journey itself is the subject of a forthcoming book; full of fun and the crazy simple take on life that only Ann could have. 
Take this extract for example: ‘A really cool racing bike passes me with all the lights lit up flashing brightly, this man is in good shape cycling swiftly past me.  I decide to get off the bike and put my lights on before branching on to a stretch of the main road and feeling very pleased with myself for being so sensible.  No sooner do I step off the bike then I fall over into the ditch… my ego is shattered.  I quickly grab my bike and get back on; I had heard there was a flasher further along the path and I don’t really want to be faced with ‘that’ at this unearthly hour of the morning; maybe I’ll catch him later on my Go Pro.’  
Really Ann!!!!
The book is nearing completion and is being handled by Bryn Stowe Publications of Cloughton although the final publishers may change subject to enticing offers…
Look out for the book! Here are a few photos to give you a further flavour;
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Feature: ‘Visions of Cologne’ and Gimborn 2019

[image: ]

In this new work, poems, non-fiction articles, reviews and short stories appear all based on the Gimborn Writers Seminar 2019. Please do have a good read. We are looking to publish future works in hard copy along with the ‘e’ version format that this one is available in. We reproduce the introduction here by way of acknowledging the establishment of the SIG.  

Introduction by Sean Hannigan, VP Cultural (IPA Section UK)

Welcome to the first formal publication of work by our Writers’ Group. I have enjoyed reading all of the writing our group has produced, well done to everyone involved.
I was very sad not to be able to join you in Gimborn for the 2019 Seminar. Our first Writers’ Seminar in 2018 was one of the highlights of my year, and I was very much looking forward to its second running in 2019. Unfortunately, Police work got in the way, and I was unable to attend.
My thanks go out to David Lewis and Neil Hallam for stepping into the breach and leading, what I know was a very successful and productive week. I did however manage to do some writing...Statements!

Creativity is all about experience, as that is what produces the emotions which drive the creative process. All of the group clearly had a fantastic experience in the beautiful German city of Cologne, as the writing they all produced is fabulous.

The Writers’ group has some fantastic plans for the following year, including a return to Gimborn in October 2020, and a possible UK weekend over the summer. But most importantly, they will be giving each other lots of mutual support, through and wherever their writing takes them.

If you would like to get involved, please contact me, and I will point you in the right direction. You can be at any stage from complete novice to established author. 

Our group has grown in experience and creativity. Most of all we have become new friends and in a lot of cases better friends. Let’s keep those
friendships strong and our writing flowing.

But for now, please enjoy the excellent “Visions of Cologne”.


                               Sean



Members Bookshop
All books available through the SIG or direct from the authors. This is a selection of our writers only; if you would like your books shown here please send us the cover photo and details for purchase. We are intending to have a web-site shop in due course.

Neil Hallam

[image: ]     [image: ]     [image: ]      
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Mark Thompson
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John Farmery                    Ernie McCall


[image: D2223C73]                      [image: ] 
Peter Pleydell (John Halden)


[image: C:\Temp\Final cover.jpg]  [image: C:\Users\peter\Documents\Data\Peter\AaaStories\Invisible\Cover\InvisibleCover2.jpg]      [image: Cover showing Second edition.jpg]


Brian Langston


[image: True Ghosts and Ghouls of Windsor & Eton]                          
                                        
D.B.Lewis

 [image: C:\Users\David\Pictures\Trouble cover 3.jpg]              [image: ]    
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Or…..?????


That’s it for this edition: but do look out for more in Edition 4: …’sheer poetry…’


With the very best of wishes
from everyone at The IPA Section UK Writers Special Interest Group and 
Global Writers Forum
for more great writing in 2020               
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